Motivational Mates

Synopsis:

I have been a teacher for just over thirty years. My original training in Scotland was in the area of primary schooling, when my husband and I moved to New Zealand in the late 70’s I had the opportunity to work in secondary schooling. We came to Australia in the 80’s and I continued to work in the secondary field. I became a Maths teacher and have regarded myself as a maths teacher for most of my teaching career. Along the way I undertook further study which I completed his year. 
The little characters I have developed are gleaned from my experience as an educator. My goal was to create little characters which would prove endearing to students and through these characters students would be motivated or encouraged to learn. The learning strategy is mastery learning. I have found there are students who never get to higher order thinking because they cannot recall basic facts which are necessary for the task they are asked to work on. They do not see themselves as learners. The Mates are about building confidence and connection besides rote learning. I have written short biographies of the eight characters and a couple of short books. 

Motivational Mates was initially targeted at students aged between eight and 12, and the set of mastery learning study cards are aimed at building the fundamental literacy and numeracy skills. .

Knowledge, both declarative and procedural, is important; strategic skill arises out of a good content foundation (McCutchen 1986)

I believe that there are many students who do not realize their potential as learners.

We learn in many different ways. Success is often the result of interest, motivation, focus and hard work. When students take responsibility for their learning they will find out they can make a difference.

The challenge is to allow students to become proactive learners. They must learn to reflect and measure their own learning. In other words they must become metacognitive. Not so dependent on the teacher.

How can we get kids to move from disinterest to interest?

Positive reinforcement- I earned my next stripe

Social motivation-everyone else is doing it

Achievement motivation-I’m at the next level

Although some students seem to be able to acquire and use learning strategies on their own, most student’ do not………Accordingly, there is a need to teach students how to use learning strategies. (Biggs&Moore1993)

“A feeling for knowledge must be engendered. Learning will then be an exciting adventure that few can escape, nor will many wish to. And it will bring the spirit to a great awakening that can likely last for the lifetime. Some of us have seen it.

 (Miller 1979:51)

Motivational Mates mastery cards can help students build up this good content

foundation.

The mastery stands and the guidelines that accompany them give students the guidance they need. The learner has the freedom to work when it suits them, although advice is given in the starter pack.

The books and stories abut the Mates and their lives will help to build a relationship
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I did try for some time to get commercial interest involved in this concept but was unsuccessful. However I persevered and was determined to use the concept in some way with my students. It was too expensive to get the little models made so I printed off copies myself and laminated them. I then bought little stands from Ikea which would support the cut out’s. I made up countless cards by printing them and then covering them in contact. Then I used them with my students where and when I could. I even found myself using them with senior students, when they had material they had to memorize.

It is wonderful to hear a year 9 student who has used this strategy exclaim how great it is not to have to use his fingers anymore to count. It was one of those magic moments as a teacher.

I still dream of commercial interest and the further development of these characters but for the moment I thought I would share the idea with other committed teachers who see students day after day struggle to learn. I think the middle years are crucial in terms of student learning. This may be something which can help one of your students or you may think I have wasted a lot of time. Either way I thank you for the valuable time you have used to read this synopsis. It’s just an idea. If you want to know how the Mastery Learning works there is a set of instructions to follow. If you would like to know more or have some suggestions to offer I would love to hear from you.
Christine Lee

