Excursions and Incursions

Reviews by Pat Kershaw
I have visited all the community education providers reviewed here.  All the education officers are so enthusiastic and dedicated to their work.  The programs provided are varied and exciting and provide a real experience for students.
Reviews of excursion and incursion providers will be added to over time.  So please keep checking the e-publications site.  If you – or your students – wish to add your own reviews, please email Terry de Jong with your information:  tdejong@ecu.edu.au

If you should contact any of the community education providers reviewed in our publication, could you please let them know that you heard about them through a review you read on the MSAWA site.  Thank you!
Airwatch
Airwatch is one of a number of community education programs provided by the Department of Environment.  Other programs of interest to schools include Waste Wise and Ribbons of Blue (see review of CD, The Carers of Everything).  Schools can also become involved with Tidy Towns and Clean Up Australia.
Airwatch staff are available to visit your school and to help set up programs.  Fantastic resources are available.  They are all linked to CF outcomes, with particular emphasis on strands within Science, S&E and T&E, as well as Values. Ideas for evaluation and measuring the attainment of particular levels are also available.
The Airwatch program could have been tailor-made for middle schooling, as it provides collaborative, inquiry-based learning, which allows students to experience real scientific endeavour, monitoring their local air and transmitting their data via the internet to a national database.  A weather station is provided with the Airwatch kit.  So it is not necessary for schools to have their own equipment to be involved.  (Adapted from:  Department of Environment (2002) Clean Air – What’s in it for us? Government of Western Australia)
However, Airwatch is not just a monitoring program.  There is a variety of suggested activities and suggestions about how to integrate the Airwatch program into your existing program.  Airwatch has also compiled case studies from various schools, which explain how teachers have used the program with young adolescents.
An interactive CD-ROM, Urban Tripper, is available from Airwatch, although it is probably more suited to Year 10 and above, as the characters go to university or work.  It has three CD dance tracks to which any middle years students would relate well.  The words extol the virtues of non-car travel.
To find out more, go to the website at www.airwatch.gov.au.The coordinators of the Airwatch program are Karl Hansom and Richard Olive – both extremely helpful.  You can email Karl directly from the website.
The Art Gallery of WA
The Art Gallery of WA has some really exciting programs for young adolescents, involving art pieces at the Gallery.  As the Art Gallery is in the city and near the Museum of WA, there is the possibility of organising a full day of activities in the city.

Natasha Hill, an Education Officer at the Art Gallery (natashah@artgallery.wa.gov.au) has written the following piece to explain some of what is on offer for middle school students.

Here is some information about our Investigate and Create Art activities.  What we are observing is that our middle school students are really benefiting from the range of programs on offer because we are able to target them towards specific class needs and abilities.

Recently we have developed a Theatre Sports program that uses artworks from the State Collection as a stimulus for drama activities.  Taking place in the gallery space in front of original artworks, this interpretative program works so well with these years, especially with boys, because of its strong kineasthetic component.

Other programs that succeed in engaging middle year students are:  Australian Identity and Nidja Boodja.  In Society and Environment, English and Art, students are beginning to reflect on how images and texts work to shape our personal and cultural identities.  A classroom study of indigenous culture is enhanced with both the Australian Identity and the Nidja Boodja programs, because students are involved in interactive tours followed by practical activities that consolidate key concepts introduced in the tour.  The stimulation provided by the original art works combined with the small group environment is key to the students’ high level of engagement.  We seek to make the learning meaningful by being consistent with classroom curriculum.

Middle year students also relate well to the Art Gallery’s narrative and symbolic works.  Themes, symbols and stories that relate back to texts studied in English or Media are easily accessible to the age group, who benefit greatly from visual stimuli in an educational setting.

In summary, our programs provide excellent opportunities for cross-curricular experiences embraced by middle schooling principles.  The stimulation and interaction of a gallery visit works very well with this age group.  We are hoping to target this age group in our marketing development for 2005.
To find out more,go to:  www.artgallery.wa.gov.au and click on Education.
CD:  The Carers of Everything, by Noel Nannup.

I have spent the last half hour entranced by the Nyoongar story of country, as related by Noel Nannup.  I have spent almost my entire life in Nyoongar country without knowing this story and found Noel’s telling of the story of his people (on his father’s side), fascinating.  The CD presents well, with striking artwork by Lance Chadd Tjyllyungoo.

A natural storyteller, Noel uses realistic language which is easy to understand and he ‘sets the scene’ well.  He speaks clearly, with good modulation, and he knows when to use the ‘pause’ to good effect.  He kept my attention throughout the length of the story – just over 30 minutes.  This is a professionally-produced CD.  The sound effects are excellent.  They do not intrude, but help to make the CD interesting.  There are many sounds students will recognise – magpies and cicadas, for instance.
Many animals and birds are given their Nyoongar names, as are place names (with meanings) familiar to us – such as, the Stirling Ranges, the Porongorups, Joondalup, the Swan River, Point Walter, Geraldton and the South-West, as well as the Milky Way.

The 14 clans of the Nyoongar nation are explained, as well as the totem system and the creation of laws.  The Nyoongar year has six seasons and these are named and explained.  Mention is made of Dreaming and Ceremony.  Inquisitiveness, emotion, ingenuity and impatience are discussed.

The point is made that “fresh water is the giver of life”.

This is a CD that could be used across many Learning Areas and also as part of Values education.  It would be a great starting point for a unit incorporating indigenous studies and it would be possible to plan a unit of work around this CD.  Water is such an important resource in WA and the aboriginal perspective is one that should not be overlooked.
The CD has been produced by the Swan Catchment Council and was shown to me by the Education Officer at Ribbons of Blue, which offers many interesting and relevant programs for middle school students.  More information about Ribbons of Blue will be given at a later date on the MSAWA e-publications site.

To order your copy (or to have your school order a copy), please contact Alison at the Swan Catchment Council on (08) 9374 3333.  Alison will be able to give you information about Ribbons of Blue activities, as well.  The cost of the CD is only $14.95.
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