
The editors would really like comments about middle schooling or teachers from your students. 
Comments from readers about articles, suggestions for articles or information about programs 
being carried out in your schools would also be welcome.  
Please contact us, Terry de Jong or Pat Kershaw, at: MSAWA Newsletter, School of Education, 
Edith Cowan University, 100 Joondalup Drive, Joondalup 6027.  Alternatively, email to: 
t.dejong@ecu.edu.au  or  p.kershaw@ecu.edu.au   
We’re looking forward to receiving your bright ideas!   
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Special Points of             
Interest: 

• P r e s i d e n t ’ s 
Address 

• Reforming the 
middle years 
of schooling: 
to go or not go 
t h e  w h o l e 
hog? 

• A longitudinal 
evaluation of 
WA govern-
ment middle 
schools 

• I n t e r e s t i n g 
websites! 

• Letters to the 
Editor   

• Reviews of our 
fantastic PDs -
Michael Nagel 
and Andrew 
Fuller.  Hope 
you didn’t 
miss them! 

• Internat ional 
middle school-
ing conference  
in Perth in 
2006!  We’re 
keeping you 
informed. 

• PD update -               
please         
respond � 
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As discussed in the previous edition of the Middle Schooling Association of WA newsletter, the Department of Education 
and Training will soon be conducting a large-scale evaluation of the different approaches to middle schooling in WA gov-
ernment schools.  The evaluation seeks to address two key questions: 

1. In what ways do schools that adopt a ‘middle schooling’ approach have different practices from one another and 
from schools that have a more conventional approach? 

2. Do schools that implement a ‘middle schooling’ approach achieve better academic, social/emotional, behavioural 
and post-compulsory and post-school outcomes for their students than schools that have a more conventional 
approach? 

Our association is represented on the evaluation’s Reference Group by immediate past president and principal of Coo-
danup Community College middle school, Gaylia Mitcham.  This newsletter will run regular updates so as to keep our 
members informed about the evaluation’s progress and key findings.  

Preliminary consultation 
 
A large number of Principals from WA government schools that explicitly adopt a middle schooling approach have been 
involved in preliminary consultations with the evaluation team.  These consultations have been invaluable, shaping the 
methodology and identifying some of the logistical issues associated with conducting the data collection and analysis.  
Preliminary consultations are expected to continue until the end of Term 1, 2005, yet already several key points and is-
sues are emerging and the feedback is being incorporated into the evaluation’s methodology. Some of these are: 

• There appear to be a number of different models and approaches to implementing a ‘middle schooling’ approach 
and one of the aims of this evaluation is to identify the various ways that schools translate ‘middle schooling’ prin-
ciples into practice.  The evaluation’s methodology is therefore being designed so as to be sensitive enough to 
capture differences between schools that adopt a middle schooling approach.     

• The response from Principals has been very positive and there has been a strong interest in participating in the 
evaluation. There seems to be a general recognition that scientifically rigorous research of this nature (i.e. looking 
at the impact of middle schooling practices on student outcomes) is long overdue and will greatly assist schools in 
their endeavours to identify ways in which they can further improve.  

• There was strong support for the evaluation’s plans to examine whether a particular approach or set of practices 
achieve different student outcomes for different types of students (e.g. male / female; indigenous / non indigenous; 
more or less academically able, and those from high / low socio academic backgrounds). 

• The evaluation must explore the philosophy and rationale underpinning a school’s processes, practices and struc-
tures. 

• Schools are not static; their practices and structures are constantly evolving. The evaluation’s methodology will 
need to be sensitive enough to document such evolution and explore the rationale and implications of such 
changes.    

Who will be involved in the evaluation? 
 
No final decisions have yet been made about which schools will take part in the evaluation.  However the DET antici-
pates that approximately 50 WA government schools of various types, sizes and locations will be involved to some ex-
tent.  Obviously, the confidentiality of participating schools and individuals is of paramount importance. 

What sort of methodology will be used?  
 
The methodology is still being shaped and refined.  However it will be designed so as to enable the evaluation to deter-
mine whether schools that adopt a middle schooling approach add more value to student outcomes than schools that 
have a more conventional approach. To enable fair comparison, the two groups of schools will be matched on a range of 
background variables that are known to influence student outcomes and schools’ practices and policies, including socio-
economic circumstances, student prior academic achievement, school location, school size and cohort size.  

What sorts of measurement instruments will be used? 
 
Information will be collected using a range of sources (students, parents, teachers and Principals) and techniques includ-
ing interviews, surveys, and written assessments. Some of the information will come from data already systemically col-
lected by the DET but it is anticipated that the evaluation will probably also involve the administration of some additional 
surveys and assessments (e.g. to assess students’ social and emotional wellbeing).  
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Naturally, one of the challenges of conducting research of this nature is finding measurement instruments and proc-
esses that are scientifically rigorous, appropriate to WA’s educational context and not too time consuming to com-
plete.  To this end, the evaluation will soon be forming an advisory body to review and select appropriate measure-
ment instruments and processes that the evaluation will use. This advisory body will have Principal representatives 
from schools that adopt a middle schooling approach as well from schools that do not.   

When will the evaluation take place? 
 
The evaluation will run in three phases.  Currently the evaluation is in the first phase, which involves extensive con-
sultation and preparation for the evaluation.  This is expected to continue until the end of Term 1, 2005. 

Phase two, which will begin in Term 2, 2005, involves collecting information about student outcomes and conducting 
a snapshot analysis to see if there are any differences between the schools that adopt a middle schooling approach 
and those that do not.  Information about student outcomes will continue to be collected and analysed over the next 
three years, enabling longitudinal trends to be identified. 

Phase three is likely to begin in late 2005 or 2006 and will involve an in-depth examination of how WA government 
schools that explicitly adopt a ‘middle schooling’ approach differ from one another and from other more conventional 
schools in terms of their school management and organisation, curriculum, behaviour management and pastoral 
care, and teaching and learning practices and policies.   

Whom should I contact for further information?  
 
Our association’s representative for this evaluation is Gaylia Mitcham. Please do not hesitate to contact Gaylia if you 
have any queries or comments about this evaluation.  Gaylia.Mitcham@det.wa.edu.au   
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